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Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

The First Sunday in Lent                                            February 22, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude                                                     
 The Opening Hymn 
         “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                                No. 210 
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
  The Announcements 
 The Testimony       
  “Who's Got the Story Bag?” 
 The Anthem            
  “Love is Sharing”                                                                       
    The Junior Choir - Cathy McKim, Director 
 The Children’s Message 
  

We Hear God’s Word  
 The First Reading – Romans 11:33-36; 16:25-27 

 
33 

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! 
    How unsearchable his judgments, 
    and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 

“Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
    Or who has been his counselor?” 
35 

“Who has ever given to God, 
    that God should repay them?” 
36 

For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
    To him be the glory forever! Amen.

33 
Who can measure the 

wealth and wisdom and knowledge of God? Who can 
understand his decisions or explain what he does? 
  

 25 
Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance 

with my gospel, the message I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in 
keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages 
past, 

26 
but now revealed and made known through the 

prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that 
all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from 
faith— 

27 
to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus 

Christ! Amen. 

http://www.immanuelstorycity.org/
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 The Second Reading– Ephesians 1:3-12 
 3 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ. 

4 
For he chose us in him before the creation 

of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 
5 
he 

predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will— 

6 
to the praise of his 

glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he 
loves. 

7 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 
grace 

8 
that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 

understanding, 
9 
he made known to us the mystery of his will 

according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 
10 

to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to 
bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 
 11 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined 
according to the plan of him who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of his will, 

12 
in order that we, who 

were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise 
of his glory.  

 

We Witness God’s Saving Grace through Holy Baptism 
 The Baptismal Anthem    
  “Baptized in Water” 
   The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (see bulletin insert) 
  

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                         (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem         
  “God Chose Us”                                              Williams, Martin     
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon                                      
  “Epic: The Story God is Telling”                         Pastor Jensen  
      The Hymn           “Be Thou My Vision”                                No. 562 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn           
  “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations”                           No. 446 
 The Postlude  

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Candlelighter: Theresa Haskin 

Greeters: Merlin & Clara Wendt 

Ushers: John & Corine Nordeen, Dwayne & Dee Fiihr, Greg  
 Thompson,  

Reader: Clara Wendt 

Nursery: 8:25 -9:20 -  
          9:25-10:30 - Tammy Hansen 

Sound Engineer: Brad Waline 

 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house.  
 

Baptized today is Stella Reese Anderson, daughter of Mitch & Lisa 
Anderson. Stella's sponsors are John & Rachel McMenamin and 
Jason & Nicole Darling. Please remember this new child of God and 
her family in your prayers. 
 

Everyone is invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments 
downstairs in the Social Hall following the worship service.  
 

Immanuel Sunday School Spring Mission Project. Drive Away the 
Cold benefitting Hope Ministries of Iowa. The purpose of Hope 
Ministries is to proclaim and demonstrate the life-changing Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, meeting the spiritual, physical and emotional needs of 
men, women and children who are homeless or in need of hope. 
Please help us drive away the cold for many of Iowa's homeless 
families! The youth of our church will dedicate their spring mission 
efforts toward this great Christian organization helping people in need 
here in central Iowa. Monetary and clothing donations will be accepted 
through today. Someone will be in the narthex to answer any questions 
or receive your donations. Don't forget to take a bottle of "Melted 
Snow" as our thanks for helping. 
 

Next Sunday is Food Pantry Sunday. Bring your items and place them 
in the grocery cart. Checks can be made out to Immanuel with a 
notation for the Food Pantry and can be placed in the offering plate. 
 

Sunday School Kids: Winter is not over yet!  Please check your e-
mail, Facebook and our Immanuel website for any cancellations due to 
a winter storm.  —  Sunday School Board of Education 

 

Attendance last Sunday: 275 
 

Our sympathy to Mavis Leerberg on the death of her sister, Lois 
Vickre, this past Wednesday. 



 

 

 

 

 

Lent 2015 Theme 

“Restored in Christ” 
 

The season of Lent is a time for us to face together the brokenness of 
our lives and our world, and then turn that brokenness over to Christ so 
that we can be restored by him through the cross. Each service in this 
stirring series focuses on a certain event in the Lenten story and takes 
a good, hard look at a broken element from that particular story. 
Coming to an understanding of how each of these broken elements 
leads to restoration in Christ is key to understanding what it ultimately 
means to live today as new creations in Christ.  
 Our theme for this week’s service will be “Broken Vessel 
Restored.” Light suppers will be held each Wednesday evening from 
6-6:45 P.M. This Wednesday evening the youth will be serving our 
supper. We pray these services will be a help for your Lenten journey. 
Be sure to bring your own Bible each week to the service if possible. 

 

2015 Lenten Prayer Guide. Our congregation is joining thousands of 
churches during the 40 days leading up to Palm Sunday in praying for 
our community and our world. Seek God for the City 2015 helps you 
pray with biblical hope for others. The booklets are available now in the 
church office and on the table in the narthex—only $3.00 each. (Place 
money in the basket.) Free children’s versions are available on the 
table in the narthex, too, so you can pray with your kids! Find out more 
at www.waymakers.org. The companion app is available for your 
Smartphone & tablet for just $.99—look for it in your app store! 

 

Riverside Bible Camp’s Annual Marriage Retreat - March 6-8, 2015 
(Friday evening through Sunday noon). The Marriage Retreat is a time 
to get away from our normal schedules. Couples will enjoy time 
together, worship, watch skits by the program team and have lots of 
fun, great food, fellowship and laughter.  

Jon & Tiffany Anenson, the speakers, live and share life and 
ministry together in Des Moines. Jon serves as campus pastor for 
Lutheran Church of Hope’s Des Moines campus in the heart of the city. 
In addition to being a wife and mother, Tiffany serves as 
communications coordinator for Hope Des Moines. Register online or 
pick up a registration form from the church office.  

 

Nursery Facilities. Our newly remodeled and expanded nursery is 
available for use today. Feel free to take your child there during the 
service if needed. If you could volunteer to help with child care in the 
months ahead, please sign up on the chart in the narthex. 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Please consider this your invitation to join us for a baby girl 
shower honoring Tyler and Natalie Whipple. The shower will be held 
on Saturday, March 7 from 9:30-11:30 A.M. in the church social hall.  
The couple is registered at Target and Kohls. 

 
Learning Opportunities 

 Epic: The Story God is Telling and The Role That is Yours to 

Play. What if all the great stories that have ever moved you, brought 
you joy or tears—what if they are telling you something about the 
true Story into which you were born; the Epic into which you have 
been cast? –John Eldredge. Join us in the Cornerstone Room on 
Sunday mornings at 8:30 for a 6 week Bible study called Epic, 
featuring the inspiring book and video by John Eldredge. We’ll have 
copies of the book available for $3. Want to find out more? See a 
clip of the video at www.tinyurl.com/epicstudy Epic will also be 
the basis of our sermon series on Sunday mornings during Lent. 
Come along for the ride as we get swept up in the greatest story of 
all time! 

 Restored in Christ. There is a Bible Study that follows the themes 
of our Wednesday night Lenten series called "Restored in Christ." 
We will use this study in the Social Hall each Sunday during Lent at 
8:30. All adults are welcome. 

 
Reminders 

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 The winter issue of the "Our Daily Bread" devotional book is on the 
shelf in the narthex. "The Lutheran Digest" is also available.  

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you. We have 
several extra units at this time. 

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 During the winter months, if you would like an usher to pick you up 
and take you to worship, feel free to let the church office know and 
we will make arrangements.  

http://www.waymakers.org/
http://www.tinyurl.com/epicstudy


 

 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to what is going on all around 
us 

 courage, comfort, strength and hope for the journey. 
We praise God for: 

 calling us to play a role in the true Story that is changing the 
world. 

 the promise that God's love will prevail over evil. 
 

 

 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth Group 

Our next meeting - Will be today from 3:30-5:00PM. I hope to 

see you there! Bring a friend!  It is going to be a great time of fun, 

friends and fellowship!   
 

Good Luck to all who are in the High School Musical this coming 

weekend! I hope the show goes smoothly and that you all have a 

great performance. 

 

Middle School Youth Group 

Our next meeting - Will be today from 2:00-3:20PM. I hope to 

see you there! Bring a friend!  It is going to be a great time of fun, 

friends and fellowship!   

  

Middle and High School Youth Group 

Family Wii Bowling Tournament - Thank you to all families who 

came out for our Inaugural Family Wii Bowling Tournament 

yesterday. We had a great time! Prizes were awarded to: the 

highest overall team score, the highest overall individual score, the 

craziest dressed team and the craziest dressed individual. Keep an 

eye out for the next family event that we will have coming your 

way in the near future! 

February 22 - March 1, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, February 22 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Junior Choir sings 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group 
3:30 P.M. HS Youth Group 
4:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 

 

Monday, February 23 
  
Tuesday, February 24 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
  
Wednesday, February 25 

6:00 P.M. Lenten Supper served by Youth Groups  
7:00 P.M. Lenten Service  
7:15 P.M. Junior Choir  
7:45 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes 
7:45 P.M. Senior Choir 

   
Thursday, February 26 

10:00 A.M. LCMC Iowa District Pastors' Conference at 
Riverside Bible Camp 

 
Friday, February 27 
 
Saturday, February 28 

8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
 
Sunday, March 1 - Communion Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group 
3:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 
3:30 P.M. HS Youth Group 
 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR 
STELLA REESE ANDERSON, 

DAUGHTER OF MITCH & LISA ANDERSON 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
     In Matthew's Gospel, Jesus commands us to make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  In the waters of Baptism, we are joined to the death 
and resurrection of our Lord and made members of the Body of Christ.  
Living in fellowship with Him and His people, we grow in faith, love and 
obedience to the will of God. 
     The Gospel of Mark tells us that once some people brought children 
to Jesus for Him to touch them, but the disciples scolded those people.  
When Jesus noticed it, He was angry and said to the disciples, "Let the 
children come to Me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not 
receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."  Then 
He took the children in his arms, placed His hands on them and 
blessed them. 
     Mitch and Lisa, you have presented Stella for Holy Baptism.  By 
doing so, you are accepting the responsibility of raising her in the 
Christian faith.  Before God and this congregation I ask you then, do 
you promise to faithfully bring her to worship, read Scripture and pray 
together, teach her the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the 
Lord's Prayer, and help her grow in the Christian faith?   
     If so, answer: "We will with the help of God." 
     You who are sponsors of this child are to be witnesses of her 
baptism.  You are also to remember her in your prayers and 
encourage her as she grows in the Christian life.   
     If this is your intention, please answer:  "We will with the help of 
God." 
 

Dear Congregation, 
     Are you as Christ's community, ready to support these persons in 
their duties as parents and sponsors and to remember Stella in your 
prayers? 
     If so, answer:  We are. 
   

(Please stand for the confession of faith.)  

Pastor:  I address you now as parents, sponsors, and 
congregation.  Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, 
and all his empty promises? 

Congregation:  We do. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church,  
       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.                      

Let us pray:   
      God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon Stella’s father and 
mother. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness for their 
children.  Strengthen them in their own commitment so that they may 
live out the salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

      Stella Reese Anderson, I baptize you in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
 

 Receive the sign of the cross, on your head and on your heart, as 
a sign that you will know the Lord and the grace that came through His 
death and resurrection. Let your light so shine before others that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven. 
 

Let us pray: 
      Almighty and merciful God and Father, we give you thanks for 
freeing your sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising 
them up to a new life through water and your Word. Pour out your Holy 
Spirit upon Stella.  Defend and keep her in your grace, that she may 
never depart from you, but may always live according to your will, 
finally receiving the fullness of your promise in your eternal kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen. 
   

Pastor:  This congregation has a new daughter in Christ. 

Congregation:  We welcome Stella into the Lord’s family. We 
receive her as a fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of 
the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the 
Kingdom of God. 

Pastor:  The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  Peace be with you.  Amen. 


